
Hermeneutics is the science of biblical interpretation. The correct method of biblical

interpretation (as modeled to believers in the Bible itself) is known as the literal,
grammatical, historical method. This method seeks to uncover the original author’s

intent from a literal, historical point of view. It upholds the single meaning of the text of

Scripture through careful analysis of the terms, grammar, culture, and historical

background of the text. It assumes that God intended to communicate clearly, and we

should read the passage for the most reasonable, natural way of understanding it.

WORDview Ministries teaches this method of biblical interpretation.

 

This method differs from a popular and erroneous approach used today, sometimes

known as “allegorical interpretation.” This type of interpretation is a subjective

“spiritualizing” of the text, making it say something other than what the original, Spirit-

inspired author intended. This becomes very subjective and is dangerous. 

 

Another form of erroneous interpretation often employed is a mystical approach. This

form of biblical interpretation originated with Roman Catholic mystics. This practice is

often viewed as a “spiritual” method of approaching the Bible that involves emptying your
mind to hear God speak. David Helm, in his book, Expositional Preaching, writes: “It

substitutes intuition for investigation. It prefers mood and emotion to methodical and

reasoned inquiry.” [1] 

 

The WORDview method rejects these erroneous approaches, and recognizes a subtle

difference between the two key terms used in the New Testament Greek for “word.” The

first is the Greek term “logos,” which refers to God’s written word in general, the Bible. The

second is the Greek term “rhema,” which refers to God’s spoken word from His living voice.

It is more specific and personal. 

 

The WORDview method of “progressive, meditative reading” is based upon Romans 10:17:

“…faith comes by hearing… the word of Christ.” This passage, in context, refers to hearing

(literal, auditory hearing) the preached logos/gospel in order to “hear” (“inner hearing” of

God’s voice, inbirthing faith-persuasion in the heart) the personal, living voice of God. [2]

The context and point of this passage are that Isaiah had preached the word of God, and

Israel had heard it, but most had not “heard” it in the sense of believing and obeying it!

Verse 17 makes it clear there is a difference between “hearing” (the logos) in a literal,

physical sense only, versus “hearing” (the rhema) in a personal sense that leads to trusting
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and obeying. (The book of Romans also makes it clear we are to continually be hearing

the gospel even as believers for our sanctification - see Romans 1:15.) 

 

We can summarize this by saying that the Bible instructs us to fill our minds with the

logos (God’s written word, the Bible; see Col. 3:16) in order to build our faith-trust in God

as we “hear” (the “inner hearing” of faith in the heart) His living voice, or “rhema.” This is

literally God’s specific message for you personally, from the logos. This approach is

modeled for us by Christ Himself. In Matt. 4:4, Christ defeats Satan’s temptation by

quoting from the written Word of God (logos) but using it as a “rhema” of personal

application in the situation: “live by every word (rhema) that proceeds from the mouth of
the Father.” 
 

It is important to remember that a true rhema from God will never contradict the logos of

God. That is, anything you think you are hearing from God will never contradict what is

written in the Bible. 

 

The WORDview method is the literal, grammatical method of Inductive Bible Study with

its classic three steps: 

 

1) Observation- what does the text say (and not say)? 

2) Interpretation- what does it mean (and not mean) by what it says? 

3) Application- what does it require of me? How am I to obey or practice this? 

 

In this process, the logos of God is studied by Observation and Interpretation in order to

receive (or “hear”) rhema from God for Application. 

 

This method recognizes that there is always only one correct interpretation of any given

passage, but there may be many different applications (Heb. 4:12). And the personal,

individual application of a passage will never contradict the written Bible. 

 

“Let the word (logos) of Christ dwell (“inhabit, reside in as at home”) in you richly…”
Col. 3:16 
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